
This is a refreshing and potentially

controversial critique of the

foundation programme. It says

that the new system is

managerially – rather than

educationally led, and brings

clinical learning and assessment

down to a simple level. Doctors

are reduced to mere technicians

who strive to achieve individual

competencies rather than an

overall competence. The authors

propose new, broad-ranging

competencies that cannot easily

be assessed using evidence.

They advocate the use of

reflection, narrative and context.

There is a strong theme running

through against using protocol-

based medicine for unique

individual patients, as there is

more to it than that.

The book argues that in a

modern world that is obsessed

with measuring everything, some

results are intangible. Teaching

and learning methods are

explored, including the apparently

paradoxical use of listening by the

teacher. “Writing for learning” is

an interesting concept, and I

know from experience that you

can clarify and consolidate your

own understanding by doing this. 

The book is mostly accurate with

its grammar and punctuation,

which makes a pleasant change

from many books I review.  The

word “disinterested” is used

correctly.  Stresses on words can

change the whole meaning, and

the book uses an interesting

example of “one-armed bandit”

as opposed to “one armed

bandit”.

Foundation curriculum cynics will

be reassured to find that this

supports their views.  Proponents

should take careful note. These

cannot be dismissed as just

unsubstantiated fringe views from

an unconventional minority.
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IN STITCHES. THE HIGHS AND

LOWS AS AN A&E DOCTOR

By Dr Nick Edwards

Friday Books

Reviewed by Dr Monica Lalanda,

Emergency Medicine doctor

This book should

be a compulsory

read for every

politician and every

potential A&E user.

In a very

entertaining way, it

reflects the current poor state of

modern NHS. The author is an

emergency medicine trainee but he

has written this story under a pen

name and has based it on his blog

diary. It almost feels like a whistle-

blowing exercise on the national

situation of emergency medicine.

You can sense the humanity of the

author throughout the book but

above all you can feel his frustration.

Nick Edwards loves his job but he is

not allowed to care for his patients

as well as he would like. The

politically driven four-hour target is

distorting the priorities in emergency

departments and destroying the

morale of the staff. He is fed up with

increased managers’ presence and

accountancy rules prevailing over

clinical care.

Most doctors working in

emergency departments will

recognise this experience; from the

heartbreak of failed paediatric

resuscitation and the treatment of

regulars and heart-sink patients, to

the fear of aggressive punters and

the confrontation with the effects of

alcohol and system abuse. 

But the joys of the specialty are well

reflected too: the strong feeling of

team work, the excitement of not

knowing what comes next, the

need for a large variety of skills and

the joy of making a difference to a

patient’s life. If you hate the word

“breaches”, you will love this book.

98% of the stories were written in

under four hours.

PRIMARY CARE ENGLISH

By R Ribes, I Garcia-Gimeno, R

Jones

Springer-Verlag Berlin

Reviewed by Dr Myriam Farah

Klinikowski 

A sound

knowledge of

English is vital for

any doctor. The

idea to write

Primary Care

English came from foreign

doctors, who currently work or

have worked in the UK. The

venture was supported by one

of the most renowned British

doctors in primary care,

Professor Roger Jones. The

authors have experienced the

language addressed in the

book. This is what makes the

book so interesting. 

It teaches English in a practical

context, providing knowledge

about essential grammar for

every day clinical use, as well as

information about the principles,

concepts and organisational

matters related to primary care.

It teaches the foreign doctor

how to become acquainted with

the daily practice routine. Each

clinical area is covered in

individual chapters. Having all

these features in one concise

volume saves time and

expenses.

As a foreigner doctor who

studied and graduated in the

UK, I wish this book had been

available when I started my

career. It would have speeded

up my learning process. I

recommend the book to any

medical professional whose first

language is not English, and who

in any way, wishes to expand

their professional horizons. 

www.spandoc.com
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DEVELOPING THE WISE DOCTOR:

A RESOURCE FOR TRAINERS AND TRAINEES IN MMC

By Della Fish and Linda de Cossart

The Royal Society of Medicine Press Ltd

Reviewed by Dr Rachel Hooke, Medical Management

Consultant

BOOK REVIEW

BOOK REVIEW

BOOK REVIEW



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 100
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (Custom)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Screen'] )
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentRGB
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions false
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines true
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 144
        /LineArtTextResolution 288
        /PresetName ([Low Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /LowResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 0.750000
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive true
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 8.503940
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentRGB
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


